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out this Addition of deftrutive Methods 
to aſfift in Men's Ruin 3 the Navigation 
only have ſuch a Complication of Caſual- 
ties continually attending it, that methinks 
the Merchant ſhould ficd nothing to fear 
at Sea, but Viinds, Waves, Rocks, Sands, 
and Lee-ſhores. Theſe bave Terrors —_ 
attending them, and ſufficient to make 
Trade a Lottery, full of Blanks, in which 
ten Men may miſcarry, to one that ſuc- 
ceeds- ; wo 

Nor can I ſee any Difficulty, or :igdeed 
any Reaſon, why a general Commerce 
might not have been open to all the World, 
notwithſtanding the moſt furious Wars. I 


am ſure, i6-bas been infinigely this Nation's. 


Damage, that it has beemj otherwiſe here 
with ReſpeRA co France, 

But Providence and the fatal Laws of 
War have for cut Puniſhment determin'd 
it otherwiſe, and we are now ſo violently 
embark't in the common Methods of De- 
Aruttion, that: even in Death ir ſelf we 
will rob one'another, and Men of Trade 
themſelvs put it forward by furniſhing 
out. Fleers of Pyrates and Pickeroons, to 
rob, plunder and defiroy one another ; a 
Cnftom unacconntable and unjuftiftable in 
the Nature of the thing, ard by all the 
Laws of Honefty and Conlicicace in the 
World; deriving its Authority in Cuſtom, 
begun upon the unchriftian Principles of 
Covetoufneſs, and Defire to enjoy the 
Goods of their Neighbours, tho by Force 
and Rapine, or Revenge and Reprizal, for 
Injuries ſuffer'd by the ame Violeacec. 

And iu this pretended Right of Reprizal, 
one moſt inconiittent Picce of Barbarity is 
purſued, than can be imagin'd Mankind 
could defend ; That becauſe A. B. Royers 
of Dunkirk, have rob'd me, and taken my 
Ship 3 therefore I go home, and pet an 
Order or Licence, call'd a Letter of Mart, 
and I go,and rod Mefheurs X. F. Merchants 
of Marſeilles, inthe Mediterranean, and 

y my ſelf the Damages out of the Eftares 
of thoſe, that living 5co mites off of the 
Agreflor, know nothing of the Injury. 

1 know, *tis now ti;+ Cuſtom of Nations, 
and alow'd by the Laws of War, and it 
muſt be—=—But the joftice of it berween 
Man and Man, Ithink, cannot be defend- 


ed and as to the Pratice, it muſt remain 
among the general Errors, which Mankind 
haye to antwer for in their National Ca- 
PaCity» 

But in the Caſe before me, I am to de- 
ſcend from the Morality of the Praftice to 
the Politica! State of it, and there ex- 
amine which Nation bay. the Diſadvantage ; 
aud berg1 muft readily Mow, that in "this 
War, or indeeu in any War, the Evgliſh 
are the Loſcrs in genera), by privatecr- 
ing, the voſt Excent of their Trade and 
Numbers of cheir Ships, ſo far exceediog 
all che Nations in the World, that it is 
cheir Gain ro fall upon our Ships ; whereas 
really it is not worch our Coft, generally 
ſpeaking, ro cruiſe upon them, the Num- 
ber of their Ships being ſo (mall. 

And yet after all this is atlos'd, tho' 


_ there be no Compariſcn between the Loſs of 


the French, and ours, 1 mean in Trade ; 
tho' we were not to conquer, as of late we 
have done tho' we were to carry an a 
doubtful War full of /Hagards, Diſappoint- 
ments-and Diſcouragements, as was done 
io the Time of the late King Wiliam-— 
Yet | think *tis plain, and doubt not. to 
make it out, we are able to carry on this 
War fer 20 Years, and conſequently to the 
End of the W6rld, afid hal grow rich, and 
encreaſe by it. 

Let no Man inferr from hence, that I 
am arguing for the Continuance -of_ the 
War ; for my part Iam an Enemy to all 
Manner of Beuds and Quarrels, Perſaag! 
as well as National, and think, Peace is the 
only Felicity of the World. But yet this is 
as uſeful a Point to be made out, as any can: 
be; ſince I know, nothing can more conduce 
to make our Enemies deſpatr, of the War, 
than to make it evident to them, That we 
are not in hafte for jts Concluſion, tha 'ris 
our Intereſt to continue it, and that we 


gain by its Proſecption. 

Ts ita M Rexyothas Nations ſhould grow 
rieh by War 7- that England can loſe o 
many Shzps bY pyrating, and. yet eacteaſe! 
Why iv" pr 4 greater Myſtery than Trade, 
and why ſhould Trade, ic ſe}f be morg my- 
ſerious thin in War? Why do- Eaſt India 
Compatiy's Stock riſe, when Ships are ta- 
ken? Miae. Adventures raiſe Annuities, 

when 
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whon Funds fait ;,' looſe their Vein of Oar that had nothing material in them, but” 
in the Mine, and yet findit in the Shares; being meerly imaginary in their Subftance, 


led ao Man wouder at theſe Paradoxes, muft of Courſe be loſt in the handing-up 


tigce ſuch ſtrange thiogs are prattiſed every and down, and teave g 


othing but Cobwe 
Day among vs *? o 


and a tangl'd Husk of Emptyneſs in the 


; any Maa requires an Anſwer to ſuch Fingers uf thoſe Fools, that were deceiv'd 


things as theſe, they may find it in this with the Appearance. 
—_— the'Power of Ima- R ._. e things hare riſen to vaſt 
ination : cights,. and being meer Bladd but 
: Trade is a Myfery, which will never be yaſtly extended by the Blaſt of Bong 
compleatly diſ.over'd or underftood ; it ment, have been calculated to make Fools, 
has its Critical JunAuresand Seaſons, when ſerve Kyaver and atlaft burſt into Air for 
atted by noFviſble Cauſes, it ſuffers Con- . the jon of the firſt, and the Convi- 
ynltion Fitts, hyfterical-Diforders, and ion of the laſt, ©" 
moſt unaccountable Emotions — me- Of theſe it wopld be endleſs to give a 
times it is ated by the evil Spirit of one compleat Lift, and che World need be ſent 
Vogue, and like a meer Pofſefion "ris hur- no farther back for the Proot, than to Salt* 
I out of all manner of common Mea- Peter Works; Linen ManufaQures, Paper 


ſures; today it ohevs the Courſe of things, Companies, diviog Engi the like. 
and ſuhmits ro Cauſes and Conſequences ; Trade Machines, | rs. honeft 
to morrow it ſuffers Violence from the Men made, which one wonld thiok, 
Storms and Vapours of Human Fancy, ope- ſhould bave made the World too wiſe to 
rated by <xv:ick ProjeRts, and then allruos be bubbled again by ſecond Editions, 
counter, the Motions are excentrick, un- they Mine Adventures, Stocks, Banks,. of 
natural and unaccountable—A Sort of Lu- what Sort of Enigmas you pleaſe. 
nacy ia Trade attends all ics Circumftan-= Let jt go more remain. a Miſtery there- 
ces,and no Man can givea rational Account fore, that an- Out.lide drefſes up a Proje, 
of it. "tis no new thiggg to tell you, Subſtance is 
From hence porceeds Damps and Dead- , not always to raiſe up a Brat of 
nels in Credit _— lay'd and ſaffi- this ſpurious Birth 3 Ajr. will blow up a- 
ciently "cara gns, as Land Banks, Bladder, and make it-bound and dance, till: 
perpetual Funds, &c. which tho* the real all the Boys in the Screet got together to 
Subftance was at bottom to ſapport, and all' make a Foot ball ef it, but with muth foot-- 
Diſaſter or Diſorder made impolhble, yet ing and coffiogubourythe Sport grows dull, 
obtain'd nothing, But dy'd in their Infancy, the Ball dirty and heavy, and at laft re- 
only for being bora jn an ill Hour; when turns to its original noching, and: ſo muſt 
the predominate Diftemper of a bewildred all ſuch Proje@s, 
betwiching Vapour 'd the general All Credit built oa the Foundation of 
Climate of Trade, and infefted the Brains Projeſt, is a Deceprio Fiſus upon the Imagi». 
of the People. *© nn an 17'"is fatuns that draws People: 
On the other hand, ,Multitudes of Mu- into Ditches and Dirt, and there needs no- 
ſhrooms have obtaind upon the World, ' thing but a little Day-ligbt tos undeceive 
whoſeBirth was the Produce of meer Vapour them- Let all Men therefore that 
a1d Exhalation 3. who, asthey ſprang upin would be made wiſe rather 'at other Mets + 
the dark Midnighe Moments of Trade, when Coft than their owny *but wait'a little, till 
'er Eyes were ſhut, . and when ſhe was as it Time and Daylight brings Trade and thern - 
vere doz'd with Dreams, and” hagrid with alſv into their Senſes; and they will ſoon 
wandring Ghofts of Trade Whympes ; fo ſee the Difference, between real and imagi- 
were bortico evaporate by Tine, and dye nary Funds, between Sabftance and Vogue, 
in the handling,thar by the Nature of them between, paying ilavereſtbat of Principal-to 
were deftin'd to difſoive ike a Cloud, and ſupport Credit, .and' paying - Intereſt of* 
ſpia out theig dwn Bowels like the Spider 3 growing Profits; in ſhort, berween 2 Pond» 


and 


